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of this second martyrdom, to which the sacrifice of his will was not wanting,
but only the execution.

The following feasts are celebrated on May 6 :

ST EADBBRT, Bishop of Lindisfarne, who, as St Bede tells us, excelled in the knowledge of
Holy Scripture and in the observance of the Divine precepts ; he tells also of the miracles worked
at his tomb and that of St Cuthbert, in whose grave he was laid : ST JOHN BEFORE THE LATIN
GATE (commemorating the martyrdom of the Beloved Disciple) : and ST JOHN DAMASCEN, Father
of the Church, famous for humility as well as for his profound learning.
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ST STANISLAS, MARTYR, BISHOP OF CRACOW

(A.D.  1079)

[From his life, elegantly written by Longinus Dugloss.   Also from Chromerus, Krantzius, b. Hi.
c. 12, 13, 14, &c.    See Papebroke, t. ii. Maij. p. 198.]

STANISLAS SEZEPANOWSKI was born on the 26th of July 1030 at Sezepanow,
in the diocese of Cracow. His parents, both of the most illustrious families
of Poland, had passed thirty years together without issue when this son
was given them by heaven, after they had lost all hopes of children. They
received him with thanksgiving to God,, and devoted him from his birth
to the divine service. The example of their extraordinary piety, chanty
to the poor, and constant practice of mortification made insensible im-
pressions upon the tender heart of their son, which were strengthened
by their assiduous instructions. Young Stanislas from his very infancy
showed an unusual affection for prayer, seriousness, and mortification,
being very temperate in his meals, often secretly lying on the ground and
inuring himself to suffer cold and other inconveniences; in which acts
of self-denial he was privately encouraged by his parents, who were far
from giving in to the preposterous fondness of many who, by a false
tenderness, too often make themselves the spiritual, and sometimes also
the corporeal, murderers of their offspring. Stanislas being sent to school,
by his progress in learning surpassed the expectation and even wishes of
his friends; yet was always more careful to advance in piety. He had
no relish for superfluous amusements; the time allowed for recreation he
abridged as much as health would permit, and the money which was
given him for his pocket was always secretly employed in relieving the
poor. When grown up, he was sent to pursue his studies at Gnesna,
the first university in the kingdom, and thence to Paris. His mildness,
modesty, simplicity, and candour, joined with his capacity for learning,
gained him everywhere as many friends and admirers as he had masters
and acquaintance After seven years spent in the schools of canon law
and divinity at Paris, refusing, out of humility, the degree of doctor which
was offered him, he returned home; and upon the demise of his parents,
disposed of his plentiful fortune in favour of the poor. He received the